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EVENTS OF THE DAY 

IN CHARGE OF 

GAE.NET ISABEL PELTON 

The Russian Revolution. The Russian Revolution, precipitated 
by the incompetence and corruption of government officials in carrying 
on the war, was the climax of a one-hundred-years' struggle of the 
Russian people for freedom. Thousands of liberty-striving patriots 
had been sent every year to waste their lives in unspeakable Siberian 
prisons. Their numbers became ominous. The war was expected 
to divert their thoughts and energies. Instead it has overthrown the 
Czar and his government. His ministers, in control of all government 
functions, signally failed in their management of transportation, muni- 
tions, caring for the army, and distributing the food supply for the 
people. Many of these ministers were pro-German and secretly 
tried to plan a separate peace with Germany. Such a peace would 
have given Germany unlimited food supplies from Russia and would 
have released millions of German soldiers for fighting elsewhere. Rus- 
sian soldiers at the front were uncared-for; munitions were short or 
were made purposely useless; men's lives were wantonly sacrificed by 
thousands; Poland was lost and Russia could not help to save Rou- 
mania. At home, government munition factories worked only half- 
time, though there was plenty of raw material; the people went hungry 
though Russia has accumulated immense supplies of food since her 
enemies have closed off all her avenues of export. The Zemstvos 
came to the rescue. Founded in 1864, after the emancipation of the 
serfs, to be a connecting link between small communal groups and 
provincial governments, the Zemstvo is composed of all classes. Its 
endeavors can be made nugatory by the provincial governors, but it 
represents the instinctively democratic, self-governing spirit of the 
people. When war broke out, it organized vigorously over the whole 
country and offered its services to the government. These were scorn- 
fully rejected but were later accepted as the failures and treachery of 
the ministers were aired by courageous members of the Duma. The 
soldiers, now well cared-for by the people themselves, refused to fire 
on workers striking for food in Petrograd in the early days of March, 
but shot their officers instead. Regiment after regiment revolted 
and routed the police, who were set upon them. The Duma, against 
the order of the Czar, met, and knowing the army, the people and, 
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many nobles were with them, proclaimed a provisional government 
until a constitutent assembly, elected by the people, including women, 
should decide Russia's future government. Ten ministers were chosen, 
as expert and patriotic as any similar group in the world. They forced 
the Czar to abdicate, making him, his family, and entourage prisoners; 
they imprisoned the reactionary ministers and officials; they freed 
political prisoners, sending a special escort to Siberia for Mme. Bresch- 
kovsky, the noble "grandmother of the revolution;" they gave the 
persecuted Poles and Jews equal rights; they restored the constitution 
to Finland; they abolished the death penalty; they made themselves 
responsible for the old government's financial obligations; and they 
promised the Allies to prosecute the war vigorously to victory. The 
populace, the army, distant cities and provinces, and the leading na- 
tions of the world (the United States first) have recognized and joy- 
fully acclaimed this new Russia as one of the republics of the world. 

War Declared. The President cannot declare war; that power 
belongs to Congress. The President, therefore, called the new Con- 
gress, elected last November, into extraordinary session, April 2, to 
deal with the problem of impending war. At 8.30 p.m. of the opening 
day, before a joint session of both Houses, the Justices of the Supreme 
Court, and distinguished visitors, President Wilson read a world-famous 
message, stating that war already existed between Germany and the 
United States and asking Congress to declare it and to make all necessary 
preparations. He said that vessels of every kind, even hospital ships 
and relief ships to Belgium had been ruthlessly sunk; that the German 
warfare is one "against mankind;" that American lives had been 
taken; that "we will not choose the path of submission and suffer the 
most sacred rights of our nation — to be ignored and violated;" that 
the war has been "thrust upon us;" that "we have no quarrel with 
the German people" but with the Prussian autocracy, which "could 
never be our friend" with its intrigues, which no free people would 
endure; that "we have no selfish ends to serve;" that we fight "for 
democracy" and for the principles that gave America birth. A resolu- 
tion, declaring that a state of war exists and authorizing the President 
to employ all the resources of the Government to bring it to a success- 
ful termination, was passed by large majorities in both Houses and 
was signed by the President on April 6. The same day he issued a 
proclamation of war, appealing to the loyalty of all American citizens 
and enjoining all resident Germans to preserve peace. The mobiliza- 
tion of the navy to full strength was at once ordered and one hundred 
German merchantmen in American ports were seized. Congress bent 
to its task of a war budget and all other necessary preparations. 



